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1. Introduction
1.1 This project is in support of the Review of the West Midlands Regional Economic Strategy, provided by Advantage West Midlands. This proposal is on behalf of the West Midlands Regional Observatory (WMRO), who has sub-contracted the School of Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences at Birmingham University.
2. Purpose
2.1 The key objective is to provide some insight to the overall structure of the Regions economic geography, particularly on the extent to which the Region is a functioning City- Region, polycentric, or a polycentric City Region. No presumptions are being made prior to the analysis as the research will adopt a bottom-up approach that will seek to identify the regions functioning economic geography.
2.2 The project will

· Describe and explain the functioning relationships within the economic geography of the region and the attendant strengths and weaknesses.
· Describe and explain the existence and effects of national and international links upon the regional economy.
· Describe and explain the distinctiveness of the different parts of the region and the links between them.
· Identify and explain the reasons for any patterns and their implications.
· Identify the challenges that the region’s economic geography create for policy formulation.
3 Approach
3.1 The project will interrogate the extant datasets and existing studies to construct a detailed analysis of the functioning economic geography of the region. Existing literature will be applied to explain the characteristics of the economic geographies identified in the analysis of the datasets.
4 Deliverables
4.1 The main report will include commentary on migration and demography; the geography of economic activity (providing a framework for regional analysis); manufacturing and service geographies in the region; a critical assessment of the current economic strategy in the light of the analysis and recommendations for policy development whilst identifying the challenges and opportunities that result. The draft final report is due by ​​​​4 June 2006 and the final report by 30 July 2006.
